
GRAIN OF TRUTH

Livestock farmers are having a 
better-than-expected year with 
strong returns for milk solids, 

beef and lamb and in most parts of 
Canterbury, farmers are going into 
winter with some great forage crops.

One of the strengths of our arable 
systems is the inclusion of livestock and 
I hope lamb and beef prices remain 
strong in the year ahead, in line with 
what commentators are predicting.

The recent Federated Farmers Farmer 
Confidence Survey showed farmer 
confidence was at a 10-year high, a 
result of falling interest rates, improved 
product prices and a more favourable 
regulatory environment.

Here at Luisetti Seeds we are looking 
forward to another year continuing 
to grow our business both nationally 
and internationally and supporting 
our clients in helping you grow your 
businesses.

We have a talented and experienced 
team of agronomists out in the field, 
and they are supported by a great team 
working at both our Rangiora and 
Ashburton stores.

Please don’t hesitate to contact myself 
or any of our team if there is anything 
we can help you with. Our success 
depends on your success, and we don’t 
take that responsibility lightly.

Thank you for your continued support,

Edward Luisetti

We are well into 2025 and while it has been a challenging season for arable growers with a delayed 
harvest, we have still seen some good yields in both ryegrass and cereal crops

Edward Luisetti, Managing Director
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The “rocket fuel” pasture is driving cattle growth rates of over 2kg/day in spring and early summer

Luisetti Seeds’ agronomist Caleb Pomare-Edwards 
with the multi-species pasture mix used for finishing 
cattle on Ngāi Tahu Farm’s cattle finishing operation 
at Balmoral.
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Fast Finishing on Multi-Species Pasture Mix

Farm Manager Aaron Schenkel 
says they finish beef, dairy beef, 
and Wagyu cattle on the 1000ha 

irrigated property, as well as graze 
dairy heifers. 

In their beef and dairy beef finishing 
operation, they aim to have all the 
cattle (except Wagyu) sold prime 
before their second winter at around 
570kg LW. The “rocket fuel” diverse 
pasture mix, recommended by Luisetti 
Seeds’ agronomist Caleb Pomare-
Edwards, is helping them achieve this 
goal.

The weaners are wintered on kale, 
and a proportion of them—usually 
the lighter animals—are run onto the 
pasture mix in spring, where they 
achieve daily growth rates of over 2kg.

Over both spring and summer, Aaron 
estimates the pasture mix drives 
average daily growth rates of around 
1.2kg.

Made up of Charger chicory, Upright 
ryegrass, Kakariki and Huia white 

clovers, Tuatara plantain, Kaha 
cocksfoot, Winfred rape, Double Cut 
red clover, timothy, fescue, phalaris, 
spineless burr medic, common vetch, 
and prairie grass, Aaron says the mix 
really helps build muscle.

“It really puts meat on their bones.”

Despite the legume component of the 
mix, Aaron says they have not had any 
bloat issues. While they do use bloat 
oil in their troughs, this has not always 
prevented bloat on other legume-rich 
pastures.

Over a quarter of the farm—260ha—is 
sown in the multi-species mix, and the 
oldest pastures are three years old and 
still going strong.

Aaron says he would like to increase 
the area in the mix but admits he is 
still learning how it performs long-
term. He is hoping to get five years out 
of the multi-species pastures, and all 
indications suggest he will.

Sown in the wake of winter forage 
crops, the rape and annuals in the 

multi-species mix initially drive rapid 
growth rates. However, even once 
these have been eaten out, the other 
components of the mix continue to 
support strong growth through to 
finishing.

Aaron says while the multi-species 
pastures are fundamentally managed 
the same way as conventional 
pastures—using post-grazing nitrogen 
and annual fertiliser applications—
they also let the mix grow out to high 
pasture covers to allow some  
re-seeding.

A Luisetti Seeds multi-species pasture mix is proving to be 
valuable on Ngāi Tahu Farm’s cattle finishing operation at 
Balmoral, south of Culverden
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Chris, who has owned the 230ha 
property in the Scargill Valley 
for just three years, has already 

experienced the resilience of the 
legume, having seen it bounce back 
from drought thanks to the legume’s 
characteristic hard seeds.

“When it is dry our stony country 
burns off and nothing grows, it is 
what comes back afterwards that is 
important” he says.

A proportion of subterranean (sub) 
clover seeds will be hard seeds which 
will germinate one or two years later 
than most. This helps protect the 
plant from false strikes, where early 
germination is followed by drought 
and loss of seedlings. 

Chris says sub clover was endemic in 
many of his pastures when he bought 
the farm, but working with his Luisetti 

Seeds’ agronomist Caleb Pomare-
Edwards, he has been working to 
increase the quantity of sub clover 
in these pastures, particularly on his 
lighter country.

He has been doing this by managing 
resident sub clover to allow it to set-
seed, by direct drilling PuawhaaTM 
and Woogenellup sub clovers in a mix 
into a run-out lucerne paddock and 
by including these two varieties in his 
permanent pasture mixes.

Last year proved to be a challenging 
one and due to the very dry autumn, 
winter and spring, the clover and herb 
mix he direct-drilled into a run-out 
lucerne stand last April didn’t strike 
until after it had rained in December.

Thanks to reasonably regular rainfall 
over summer, this mix, which also 
included white clover, plantain, 

Subterranean Clover Builds Resilience  
in North Canterbury Pastures

red clover and chicory, continued to 
grow and has been used for putting 
condition back onto his ewes in the 
lead up to mating.

He says the sub clover in his 
permanent pasture mixes typically 
comes into its own in early spring 
when it helps drive ewe lactation 
and lamb growth rates, particularly 
in the terminal sire ewes. He will 
begin drafting these lambs in early 
November. 

While last year was challenging, Chris 
is confident that sub clover’s resilience 
will allow it to bounce back this 
autumn, providing a valuable feed 
source for ewes next spring.

Subterranean clover is proving to be a mainstay on  
some of the drier, stonier country on Chris Brown’s  
North Canterbury sheep and beef farm

Farmers sowing permanent 
pastures this autumn should 
consider including the red clover 

Testa Rossa in their mix.

Luisetti Seeds’ agronomist, Stephen 
Booth, says Testa Rossa is proving to 
be ideal in pasture mixes. Its upright 
growth habit makes it an ideal 
companion plant to ryegrass and 
cocksfoot, and being a legume, it 
increases the protein levels and feed 
quality of the sward.

Stephen recommends including 
between 3-6kg/ha of Testa Rossa in a 
permanent pasture mix.

“It’s a really good high-yielding clover 
and has a large leaf, which means 
stock are getting a greater volume of 
quality feed in every mouthful.”

Seeing Red this Autumn

Staff Profile    
Introducing Wayne Pawsey 

Wayne Pawsey brings years of farming experience 
to his role as our chemical delivery van driver

Luisetti Seed’s red clover: Testa Rossa

Subterranean clover is proving to be a mainstay on 
some of the drier, stonier country on Chris Brown’s 
farms

Sub clover comes into its own in early 
spring when it helps drive ewe lactation 
and lamb growth rates

As Luisetti Seeds’ new Ashburton-
based chemical delivery 
van driver, Wayne Pawsey is 

perfectly qualified for the job.

He has spent a lifetime living and 
working on farms, more recently 
managing deer farms in Wanaka 
and the Rangitata Gorge, but he has 
also worked on farms throughout 
Canterbury and Central Otago, as 
well as for a Mid Canterbury contract 
spraying business for a short time.

Wayne, who only recently moved to 
Ashburton with his wife Denise, began 
working for Luisetti Seeds in mid-
December. After more than 40 years 
of farm work since leaving school, 
he was ready for a lifestyle change. 
His new role still allows him to get 
out and about, talking farming with 
farmers – something he really enjoys.

Wayne’s day starts in the office next 
to the chemical shed at Luisetti Seeds’ 
Ashburton site, where he collates and 
dispatches the chemical orders placed 

by the agronomists. He also manages 
all chemical stock, oversees inventory, 
and is involved in seed treatments and 
mixes.

Over summer, Wayne spends around 
two to three days a week on the road 
but says this will vary throughout 
the year in accordance with farmers’ 
seasonal requirements.

He is very familiar with the Mid 
Canterbury area he covers. Growing up 
on a farm in the foothills and working 
across the region, he knows the roads 
well. He has family living locally, and 
while he rarely needs to use Google 
Maps, he admits he has been caught 
out a couple of times.

While he has a good grounding in 
all types of farming, he says he is 
enjoying learning more about the 
arable industry.

Outside of work, Wayne enjoys being 
a doting grandfather to his grandson 
Brodie and spending time with his 
wife and family.

He says family is very important to the 
couple who have children in Wanaka, 
Mid Canterbury, Rolleston and Western 
Australia. Wayne’s parents live in Mid 
Canterbury and Denise’s extended 
family live in Ashburton.

Wayne’s extensive farming 
experience, local knowledge, and 
passion for the industry make him a 
valuable addition to the Luisetti Seeds 
team.

Being a legume, Testa Rossa also fixes 
nitrogen, benefiting its companion 
plants.

Stephen says while Testa Rossa 
performs well in a permanent pasture 
mix, it can also be sown in spring 
and used as a finishing feed for 
lambs or for growing out ewe lamb 
replacements.

He says it can be sown along with 
chicory and white clover and used 
right through summer and autumn.

Unlike some red clovers, Testa Rossa 
has low oestrogen levels, so it can 
safely be used for ewes or ewe lambs 
in the lead-up to mating.

Talk to your Luisetti Seeds agronomist 
about selecting the right legumes for 
your farm system

North Canterbury farmer Chris Brown has been working with his Luisetti Seeds’ 
agronomist Caleb Pomare-Edwards to increase the quantity of sub clover in his pastures
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Autumn Crop Management

Principal Sponsor of 
Canterbury Rugby

Roguing allows her to be active, 
work outside with a team of 
people of a similar age, and 

travel around the countryside, a factor 
Charlotte appreciates even more now 
she lives in Auckland.

For the third-year biochemistry and 
psychology student, roguing, which is 
the removal of plants of another crop 
or variety in crops grown for seed, is 
something of a family tradition. Both 
her sister and her cousin have worked 
as roguers and while Charlotte’s family 
live on a lifestyle block at Clarkville, 
her extended family are arable 
growers.

Her grandparents, who farmed at 
Methven, grew seed crops for Luisetti 
Seeds, so Charlotte is very aware of 
the importance of growing clean 
crops.

The roguing job fits in nicely with 
Charlotte’s university holidays and 
while the days are long – the teams 
start at 6 a.m. and finish at 4:30pm 
– the season is over well before 
university starts again.

Raphno Crops
Raphno™ crops need to have their 
final grazing in March. Consider 
stitching in 25kg/ha of Upright annual 
ryegrass and apply 150kg/ha of urea. 
The crop can then be shut up and used 
for winter grazing. 
A mix of Upright annual grass and Moa 
Persian clover will produce a bulk of 
high ME feed for winter.  The Persian 
clover will boost both the protein 
content and quality of the feed.
Intimidator™ Oats
Intimidator™ oats offer a high quality, 
high yielding winter feed option. They 
are ideal for sowing after summer 
brassica crops and can be under-
sown with Upright annual ryegrass to 
increase both bulk and quality. This 
combination is an ideal feed option for 
the colder months.

Cocksfoot
It is important to apply nitrogen to 
Cocksfoot-based pastures in autumn 
to help maintain quality through 

 Talented Footballer Amongst Luisetti Seeds’s Team of Roguers 

Stop Slugs Stealing Wealth by Stealth

Roguing also helps Charlotte retain a 
degree of fitness for football, a sport 
she is particularly skilled at.

Charlotte began playing football at 
age five and was with Waimak United 
until she was 15. She then represented 
Christchurch clubs in the city’s Premier 
Women’s League.

Charlotte moved to Auckland last year 
primarily for football while continuing 
her studies. Being based in Auckland 
meant more opportunities to further 
develop her football career and last 
season, Charlotte played for Auckland 
United in the NZ Women’s National 
League. As a striker, she was a strong 
contender for the coveted national 
Golden Boot Award, which she won as 
the league’s top goal scorer.

Summer is Charlotte’s off-season and 
while she can do between 17,000 and 
20,000 steps a day while roguing, she 
still needs to do some gym training on 
top of that, which can be a challenge 
at the end of a big day walking 
paddocks.

Luisetti Seeds’ roguer Charlotte Roche won the 
Golden Boot Award in NZ’s Women’s National 
Football League

Now’s the time to plan for yield testing and grazing 
management to maximise winter feed efficiency

Having the roguing job also means 
Charlotte can be at home for the 
holidays, enjoying home-cooked 
meals and the chance to catch up with 
friends and family.

winter and into spring. With the right 
management, these pastures will 
provide quality feed for lambing ewes 
in spring. 

Brassica management 

The final application of nitrogen-
based fertiliser should be applied to 
brassica crops over the next month. 
Liquid fertiliser and crop nutrition 
products such as Wuxal Brassica 
are excellent options. They provide 
adequate nutrients to the crop and can 
be applied with a late insecticide to 
control White butterfly, Diamondback 
moth & aphids.

Check your chemical residues 
(picloram/clopyralid) on previous 
crops, as this may affect follow-on 
crops for the autumn and/or spring.

Pastures
This is an ideal time to apply UAN 
liquid fertiliser at 25L/ha and Progibb 
at 20g/ha to boost pasture production. 
The inclusion of Thistrol Plus will 

Luisetti Seeds’ agronomist Stephen Booth provides timely advice 
on autumn crop and pasture management

Charlotte Roche has just completed her third season roguing seed 
crops for Luisetti Seeds and for the Auckland University student,  
the job ticks a lot of boxes

provide excellent control of thistles 
in pastures while maintaining clover 
content. 

Subterranean clover  
management & sowing 
March is an ideal time to sowing 
subterranean (sub) clover in 
permanent pasture or for over-sowing 
it on hill country. 
Before over-sowing, paddocks or hill 
blocks should be grazed hard to open 
up the pasture and expose bare soil. 
This will allow the sub clover to strike 
successfully. A sowing rate of 10kg/
ha is recommended. Puawhaa™ sub 
clover, Luisetti seeds newest late-
flowing sub clover, is a prolific seeder, 
providing robust regeneration in 
subsequent seasons if left to flower 
and reseed.

Why monitoring is your secret 
autumn-sowing weapon

Autumn-sown pasture is a 
popular option for maximising 
feed options. Ash Pace, UPL NZ 

Ltd. Regional Manager Central South 
Island, says it’s definitely an ace up 
your sleeve. “But you don’t want to get 
the best seed and pay for drilling, only 
to see that time and money wasted 
and bald patches in the paddock. My 
advice is to front-foot the slug threat.”

He says slugs are an ever-present 
menace with the potential to cause 
significant damage to vulnerable 
seedlings and, in extreme cases, wipe-
out entire crops.

“Knowing your enemy, and 
monitoring is vital. Even one or two 
slugs may signal a much bigger threat. 

Slugs are voracious feeders. They get 
to work while you’re getting some 
sleep. You’ve got to keep track of 
them, even before planting.”

UPL has their own environmentally 
friendly hessian sack for slug 
monitoring. ”Not everyone has a 
supply of old sacks in the back of a 
grain shed. It’s a simple, effective 
method, just check under it in the 
mornings. You can even re-purpose 
it for storing spuds, or dry feed, and, 
ultimately, it’ll break down in the soil.” 

To control slugs, Ash recommends 
Metarex Inov®, the industry leader 
when it comes to slug control. 
“Metarex Inov is made by the world’s 
leaders in molluscicides, De Sangosse, 
and super-attractive to slugs. Its 
palatability makes it more than a 
match for slugs. In fact, research show 

that slugs will actively choose to feed 
on Metarex Inov over seedlings.”

Colzactive® technology is responsible 
for that palatability. It comprises 
specially selected oil seed rape 
extracts that slugs find irresistible. 

“Metarex Inov gives you critical 
protection, especially when you’ve got 
seedlings coming out of the ground, 
and you’re looking to get them off to 
the best start.”

For more information on getting on 
top of slugs with Metarex Inov, and 
BioGro certified sister product Ironmax 
Pro®, ask one of your Luisetti Seed 
Agents.

Registered pursuant to the ACVM Act 1997  
See www.foodsafety.govt.nz for registration conditions. 
Approved pursuant to the HSNO Act 1996  
See www.epa.govt.nz for approval controls.
® Registered trademarks of DE SANGOSSE SAS
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Talk to your Luisetti Seed Agents to find out more.

UPL-LTD.COM

“Oooh yummy*!” 
(*100% of slugs) 

Irresistible Colzactive® technology 
means slugs don’t stand a chance

Even the most determined slugs are no match for 
Metarex Inov®. The leading slug and snail bait with 
its Colzactive technology is so attractive, slugs and 
snails actively prefer it to seedlings. Protect your 
crops with Metarex Inov.

Registered pursuant to the ACVM Act 1997, No. P009605. See www.foodsafety.govt.nz for registration 
conditions. Approved pursuant to the HSNO Act 1996, Approval Code HSR101302. See www.epa.govt.nz 
for approval controls. Metarex Inov is a registered trademark of DE SANGOSSE SAS.

FEED WHEAT

Harvest success
starts Here!  

(03) 313 7176luisettiseeds.co.nz


