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GLUISETTI

GRAIN OF TRUTH

As 2025 comes to a close, it's great to see the primary sector in such good heart,
with strong returns for red meat and dairy products

his will have a flow-on effect to
arable growers, many of which
have livestock as an important

part of their farm systems and or grow
feed for these industries.

We are also seeing a stronger outlook
for our growers and Luisetti Seeds

has been working with international
customers to secure the best returns for
our grain and seed producers.

It was exciting to be part of the recent
launch of a national campaign and
trademark to champion locally grown
grain.

This initiative, which introduced a
trademark that can identify products
containing at least 80 percent New
Zealand grown grain, received great
media coverage, but this will be an on-
going campaign which will ultimately
benefit NZ's grain industry.

In this issue of Grain of Truth, we
introduce Kimberley wheat, our new
high-yielding wheat variety and
welcome our new junior agronomist
Ella Richards to the team.

We also have some great management
tips for pastoral and arable production
and look at the role of Al and other
technologies in a Mid Canterbury arable
operation.

Looking ahead to next year, we will
be shifting all of our seed cleaning
operations to our Ashburton facility.

Edward Luisetti, Managing Director

After 90 years, the Rangiora site is
unfortunately no longer fit for purpose
for seed cleaning, but it will remain as
our head office and as a retail outlet for
seed and agrichemicals. There is more
detail in this issue of Grain of Truth.

Itis a busy time of year for all farmers,
but I do hope you can find some time
to spend with family and friends over
the festive season.

I want to wish all our Luisetti Seeds
clients a very Merry Christmas and
happy and prosperous 2026.
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Technology has always played an important role in driving Lime and Fertilizer Distributor
efficiencies on-farm and Mid Canterbury farmer Daniel Lovett is now 0 e sl o 43 o stparunes i haliog G

using Al to help control weeds in his arable and vegetable crops

aniel, who along with his
family, farms 1000ha around
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BOOTH STAR FEED [IME AND FERTELIRR (STHIRUTOR.

The cameras identify J_(he weeds and The Booth Star Feed Lime and Fertiliser Distributor,
spot spray them, leaving the rest of the  cutting edge technology one hundred years ago

John McCaw Andrew Johnston simon Fleetwood Jono Young Jack Harnett Wakanui and Pendarves, owns crop untouched.

PRODUCTION MANAGER FARM SYSTEMS GRAIN TRADING MANAGER CEREAL & PULSE MANAGER SGRENIIS, and operates a prototype RUMEX " ' the 1925 NZ Journal of Agriculture.
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027 280 4082 027 433 4876 027 466 0030 Jono.young@uisettiseeds.co.nz 027807 2854 spot sprayer, which has not only whole paddock, which is gentler on This piece of " cutting-edge”
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slashed their chemical use, ithasalso  the crop. It really benefits the health of  technology “incorporated the
benefited the health of theircropsand  the crop,” says Daniel. desirable features of the best
improved crop vields while preventing machines and users reported
issues with chemical resistance. that there was no better machine
Daniel says they use the sprayerin anywhere."

their spinach, onion, potato, pasture It was lauded for its ability to

In some paddocks, the sprayer has
reduced their combined water &
chemical usage to 4L/ha.

Originally designed in Germany to

Joanna Ford Kerry Thomas !\\g;gll\rghﬁslftanley Nick Jenkins Caleb Pomare-Edwards and grass seed crops to eradicate eradicate docks, the company that effectively distribute all sorts of
iy i AGROROIEY ) weeds such as Mayweed, Wireweed, i i commercial fertiliser - “including the
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to whatever weeds they are wanting
to spray.

when Daniel was talking to them.

He convinced them to send him a
prototype as it would speed up the
algorithm development by collecting
images from two growing seasons in
one year.

Featuring an approved pattern of stars,
with which from 1.25 to 5.75 cwt of
fertiliser and 2 to 20 cwt of lime per
acre can be distributed, special stars
could be applied for larger or smaller
quantities.
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situations. braced and stayed throughout, the

The RUMEX sprayers have a boom spreader which delivers 10 inches

, . from the ground and exceptionally
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Optimism in international seed markets

Green shoots are starting to appear in the global seed market, and there is more positivity
and optimism in international markets than there has been for the last couple of years

his is according to Luisetti Seeds’
TCommercial ManagerJon Bond,

who has recently returned for
the Northern Hemisphere where
he attended international seed
conferences and met with clients from
around the world including European
and American.

The European Seed Association (ESA)
conference was held in Edinburgh

this year and was attended by around
1400 people.Jon was joined on the
trip by Luisetti's International Logistics
Manager Mark McNicholl and they took
the opportunity to hold around 50
individual meetings while they were
in the Scottish capital.

They then visited some European
clients before Jon travelled to the US
to attend the American equivalent

of the ESA conference, known as The
Western. This was attended by 850
people and Jon had over 35 meetings
while he was there.

4

He says most buyers he met with were
making good sales but in most cases
either making no or very little margin
on these sales. The positive from this
was surplus stocks were being eroded.

Jon says the message was sent very
clearly to buyers that prices, especially
over the past two years, were not
sustainable, and this was generally
accepted. With stocks clearing, Jon was
expecting to see a lift in the prices for
2026 new sowings.

Jon says Luisetti Seeds has a very good
base of international clients, many of
which were in programmes, so it was
equally important for them to have
continuity of supply. This was good
news for growers.

He believes that while prices will lift
next year, it may take another full
calendaryear to return to the highs of
a few years ago.

—
| S

Bluiserry

Luisetti Seeds’ Commercial Manager Jon Bond

The exchange rate has also been
working in New Zealand's favour, as
have President Trump's trade tariffs
which have opened opportunities
for Luisetti Seeds in non-traditional
markets such as China.

G LUISETTI

Seed cleaning operations transitioning to Ashburton

After more than 90 years of seed cleaning at our Rangiora site, we are transitioning all our
seed cleaning operations to our Ashburton depot

Our head office will remain exactly
where itisin Rangiora and will
continue to be a retail outlet for seed
and chemicals.

As is obvious as you drive into
Rangiora, the town has grown around
us, so it was becoming increasingly

difficult to carry out large-scale seed
cleaning and storage at this site.

Our Ashburton facility has the space
and infrastructure to carry out all of
our seed cleaning and ensure the high
standard of service our customers have
come to expect.

Construction of a Rangiora Warehouse in the 1940's, when health & safety wasn't quite as it is today.

If you have any questions about this
transition, please don't hesitate to
contact us

Welcome Ella Richards

welcome Ella Richards to our team

Luisetti Seeds is delighted to
of talented agronomists.

Ella is a new graduate from Lincoln
University where she gained her
Bachelor of Agriculture degree after
three years of study.

Ella says never imagined she would
become an agronomist when she
started university but found to her
surprise that she enjoyed all the
plant-related papers and lectures and
decided that was the path she wanted
to take.

A day outin the field with Caleb
Pomare-Edwards only reinforced her
desire to work in the industry.

Ella comes from a farming background.
Initially from North Canterbury, her
parents worked on a dairy farm at Lake
Brunner before the family shifted back
to North Canterbury where they run a
drystock operation.

Ella says she has always wanted to
work in agriculture and is excited

to be able to tap into the collective
experience and knowledge of the
Luisetti Seeds team as she learns every
aspect of the business from arable and
seed production through to pastoral
farming.

Initially working from Rangiora, Ella
will eventually be based in Timaru,
working with our South Canterbury
clients.

Outside of work, Ella, enjoys tramping
and other outdoor activities.

|BLusETTI

Ella Richards is the most recent addition to
Luisetti Seeds’ agronomy team
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Farmers cannot afford to take their eye off the ball when it comes to crop monitoring at this time of year

Summer management advice

Greasy cutwormes are already making their presence felt in forage crops, as are aphids,
as we head into the warmer months

Farmers cannot afford to take their eye off the ball when it comes to crop monitoring at this time of year,
as pests and diseases can cause significant yield losses in a very short time.

Luisetti Seeds’ agronomists have some summer management advice for growers.

Arable crops

¢ \Watch for stem rust in ryegrass seed
crops, particularly overseas turf
varieties. Risk factors include dew
in the mornings and prolonged leaf
wetness.

e Consider an ear wash fungicide in
wheat for head diseases such as
fusarium head blight.

e \Watch for diseases in barley such as
scald, ramularia leaf spot and net
blotch.

e Look outfor Bluegreen lucerne
aphid and potato mirid in white
clover seed crops.

e \Watch for disease in pea crops. Most
seasons, foliar fungicides are likely
to be necessary for disease control.

Brassica crops

- Brassica crops should be checked
once a week for signs of insect pests
such as Nysius and Greasy cutworm.
Itis important to check both sides
of the brassica leaf and look out
for beneficial insects. Lacewings
hoverflies, ladybirds, carabid
beetles and spiders can do a great
job at keeping pest populationsin
check.

- Greasy cutworm larvae look greasy,
they are about 50mm in length and
are a grey or light brown colour.
They are active at night, munching
their way through brassica plants.

Fodder beet crops

- Fodder beet crops should be
checked at least twice a week.
They may require aninsecticide to
protect them from white butterfly
and other flying insect pests.

Nutrients

Both brassica and fodder beet crops
have specific nutrient and trace
element requirements, particularly
boron and molybdenum. Keep an eye
on the health of the leaf and talk to
your Luisetti Seeds' agronomist about
nutrients to help optimise crop vields.

Lucerne

Keep a close eye on lucerne stands,
particularly looking at aphid
populations. Ideally these should be
controlled by beneficial insects, but if
aphid populations get too high, they
will have a detrimental effect on the
stand.

Lucerne can also be susceptible to
stem nematodes and sitona weevil.

G LUISETTI

PREMIUM MILLING WHEAT

Wheat growers are being the given the opportunity to grow a newly released,
excellent yielding milling grade next autumn

imberley is the latest variety to
come out of the Bio-economy
Science Institute (formerly

Plant & Food Research) breeding
programme.

Kimberely milling wheat- an exciting
new release from Luisetti Seeds

It also performed really well in the
autumn-planted trials in Canterbury,
vielding 109 percent of the site mean.

:
AKimberley

As well as having excellent yield
potential, Kimberley has a great
Suitable for both spring and autumn disease package, so ticks a lot of
planting, Kimberley topped CPT's boxes.

spring planted trials for Canterbury
and Manawatu, vielding 108 percent
of the site mean in both locations.

Luisetti Seeds will have limited seed
available for 2026 planting, so talk to
your agronomist about establishing
Kimberley now.

Attention Seed Growers

The new Seed Certification here are significant changes
Information System (SCIS) comes TWiTh the SCIS that growers need
into effect for the 2026 harvest, to be aware of, for example,
and seed growers are each truck and trailer requires its own
encouraged to familiarise documentation.

themselves with the System
well ahead of time

Nnzsa

Alternatively contact Pat Ryan, General
Manager of the NZ Seed Authority at
patryan@nzseedauthority.co.nz

Luisetti Seeds recommends seed
growers read the SCIS Harvest Guide
on the New Zealand Seed Authority
website or talk to their agronomist
about what they need to know before
harvesting begins.

@LUISETTI

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

WISHING YOU PEACE,
JOY, AND REST
THIS CHRISTMAS
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SIVANTO® prime offers next-level insect control

High quality forage is in demand, but several pests are eager to feast on forage crops. Therefore, the
recent registration of SIVANTO® prime is great news for NZ farmers

SIVANTO® prime stands out as a

truly modern insecticide through a
combination of efficacy, formulation
technology and favourable beneficial
profile.

SIVANTO® prime is based on the active
ingredient Flupyradifurone and is
unique in being classified as a Group
4D insecticide. It delivers extremely
effective control of Nysius, Springtails
and Green peach aphid during crop
establishment.

Nysius and Springtails feed on the
plant causing physical damage.
Whereas with Green Peach Aphids the
main threat is virus transmission.

Insects are controlled with SIVANTQ®
prime primarily through direct
contact. Because SIVANTO® prime is
translaminar, meaning it can move
from the top leaf surface through

to the lower leaf surface, pests are
controlled whichever leaf surface they
are on.

SIVANTO® prime is very straightforward
and convenient to use. It disperses
rapidly in water to give an almost
colourless, low-odour spray solution
and because it rapidly penetrates

the plant the use of an adjuvantisn't
required. However, it can be mixed
with a wide range of other products

Farmers’ most wanted,
for heinous crimes against
forage crop yields!

SPRINGTAIL
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We’re with you in the field

cropscience.bayer.co.nz
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and some of these products might
require an adjuvant, if this is the case
the adjuvant should still be applied.

Beneficials are your partner for pest
control and you can confidently
integrate SIVANTO® prime into IPM
programmes as it has a minimal
impact on beneficials, including
honeybees, if used according to label
recommendations.

SIVANTO® prime is available now.
Ask your Luisetti agronomist for more
information

SIVANTO

End the damage from these three vile
vermin in your forage brassica and
fodder beet crops with SIVANTO prime.
SIVANTO prime contains flupyradifurone,
a powerful new insecticide providing
rapid control of Nysius, green peach
aphid and springtails.
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FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK:
Bayer New Zealand Crop Science

SIVANTO® primeis a registered pursuant to the ACVM Act 1997, No. P9952 and is approved pursuant to the HSNO Act 1996,
No. HSR101642 SIVANTO® prime is a registered trademark of the Bayer Group. © Bayer Crop Science 2025.

Rapid and effective control of key
establishment pests in forage brassicas
and fodder beet

Can be effectively integrated into

IPM programmes

Innovative, odourless, liquid formulation
that penetrates the plant quickly

Can be applied by helicopter

Insist on SIVANTO prime from Bayer.




